CALL FOR 2027 SAEA EXTENSION GRADUATE STUDENT COMPETITION

The Southern Extension Economics Committee (SEEC) and the Southern Agricultural Economics
Association (SAEA) invite graduate students to compete in the SAEA Extension Graduate Student
Competition. The competition challenges students to take applied economic research, whether from a
thesis, dissertation, or other academic work, and turn it into Extension programming that reaches real
stakeholder audiences. Students plan a program, write for a popular audience, and present to a panel of
experienced Extension economists at the SAEA Annual Meeting. The competition is supported by the
Southern Risk Management Education Center as student professional development in Extension risk
management.

I. Eligibility Guidelines: Open to graduate students working on topics related to agricultural economics,
agribusiness, natural resources, and/or community economic development. Undergraduate students may
also be considered. Each student must have a faculty mentor with a majority Extension appointment
advising their participation. Past winners are not eligible to compete again.

I1. Competition Format: The competition has three scored components. The Extension Program Plan
and Extension Article are submitted by November 1, 2026, and determine which students are invited to
present. Final placings combine all three components.

1. Extension Program Plan (15% of total score): One page maximum, addressing the issue and relevance,
stakeholders, Extension education response, expected outcomes, and evaluation plan.

2. Extension Article (35% of total score): Written in the style of an Extension fact sheet, newsletter, or
Southern Ag Today article; maximum of 900 words of text, with relevant graphs and charts permitted;
must not be a previously published article.

3. Extension Presentation (50% of total score, finalists only): Tailored for a typical Extension audience,
strictly limited to 20 minutes including questions; the student manages the clock and should leave time
for questions.

II1. Submission Guidelines: Email your application to the competition co-chairs, Steven Klose
(sklose(@exchange.tamu.edu ) and Jordan Shockley (jordan.shockley@uky.edu ), by November 1, 2026.
A complete application includes your name, university, department, and contact information; your faculty
mentor's name and confirmation of the mentor's Extension appointment; the title of your Extension
program; your Extension Program Plan (one page maximum); and your Extension Article (900 words
maximum). Finalists will be notified by December 1, 2026 to be invited to present at SAEA.

IV. Scoring Rubric:

Extension Program Plan 15
Importance of issue and stakeholder relevance 4
Clarity of target audience 3
Appropriateness of Extension education response 4
Expected outcomes and behavioral change 3
Evaluation plan 1
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Extension Article

Clear Extension takeaway

Use of economic reasoning and evidence

Practical relevance to stakeholders

Clarity, organization, and readability

Effective use of figures and tables
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Suitability for Southern Ag Today-style publication
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Extension Presentation

Clear framing of stakeholder problem

Quality of applied economic analysis

Practical recommendations

Effective visuals and slides

Delivery and audience engagement

Time management

Fielding questions

Overall Extension value

S|V 0|0 |0

—
(=)

Total

V. At the SAEA Annual Meeting: Finalists present to a panel of judges on Sunday, February 7, 2027.
The top three finalists present again in a Monday afternoon session on February 8, followed by a
networking reception with students and Extension faculty. First, second, and third place are announced at
the SAEA awards ceremony.

VI. Awards and Recognition: First, second, and third place winners will be recognized at the SAEA
awards ceremony. Winner(s) receive an invitation and travel scholarship to present at the SEEC summer
meetings in June 2027, with the number dependent on funding available. Outstanding articles are
encouraged for submission to Southern Ag Today.

VII. Questions: Contact the 2027 competition co-chairs, Steven Klose (sklose@exchange.tamu.edu )
and Jordan Shockley (jordan.shockley(@uky.edu ). The competition is sponsored by the Southern
Extension Economics Committee (SEEC) and SAEA, with funding from the Southern Risk Management

Education Center.
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