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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

I truly enjoyed our time in Irving, Texas. The SAEA annual meeting is an excellent
opportunity to reconnect with old friends and colleagues, meet future faculty and economists,
and witness the outstanding research and outreach activities of SAEA members. These
meetings play a crucial role in fostering collaboration and innovation within the agricultural
economics community, providing a platform for professionals, researchers, and students to
share their latest findings, discuss emerging trends, and explore solutions to pressing
challenges in the field. My hope is that the 2025 SAEA meeting — like past meetings — offered
networking opportunities that allowed for new partnerships and strengthened existing
relationships. This exchange of ideas and experiences enhances the overall impact of our
research and outreach activities.

The annual meeting also serves as a venue for professional development, which is especially
important for graduate students and junior faculty. Our sessions cover a wide range of topics,
from advanced research methodologies to practical applications in agricultural economics.
Finally, the meetings provide a forum for recognizing and celebrating achievements within the
community. Congratulations to all who were honored; your significant contributions to the
profession inspire others to strive for excellence.

The Southern Agricultural Economic Association (SAEA) annual meeting in Irving, Texas was
a resounding success. With near-record attendance of 459 registered attendees, including 198
faculty members, 145 graduate students, and 116 undergraduate students from 20 institutions,
the event showcased SAEA's strong commitment to student involvement. The Quiz Bowl was
a highlight, and while my competitive streak during the Legends competition may have been a
bit much, it certainly added to the fun. I promise a more subdued approach next year!

As we move forward, I want to extend my gratitude to our Secretary, Nathan Smith, who
continues to serve SAEA diligently, and Jeff Jordan, who remains the lifeblood of our
association. Their efforts are crucial to the success of SAEA and our annual meetings. Special
thanks also go to John Anderson and Marco Palma, our former President and Past-President,
respectively, for their outstanding leadership. I have big shoes to fill, but with such a strong
foundation and support, I am confident in our continued growth and success.

2026 promises to be an exceptional year for SAEA. With our stellar leadership and the
addition of remarkable new board members, we are poised for continued success. Our journal’s
reputation within the field is steadily rising, thanks to the diligent efforts of our editorial team.
As we cherish the memories from Irving, we are already gearing up for next year’s meeting in
Louisville, Kentucky. Soon, I will be reaching out to recruit committee members to assist with
the planning and preparation. If you’re interested in contributing, please don’t hesitate to
contact me. Being part of this organization is a fantastic way to forge professional connections.
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In closing, these are challenging times for farmers and the broader agricultural and
agribusiness sector, and the importance of agricultural economists cannot be overstated. Our
research and outreach initiatives are vital in providing the insights and support needed to tackle
issues like market volatility, climate change, and evolving and uncertain trade policies. By
applying our expertise, we can help farmers make informed decisions, boost efficiency, and
promote sustainability. Together, we can support a resilient agricultural sector that thrives in
the face of adversity.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of this year's meeting. I look forward to
seeing you in Kentucky next year.

All the Best,
Andrew Muhammad
SAEA President

2026 SAEA ANNUAL MEETING

What — SAEA 59" Annual Meeting
Where — Louisville, Kentucky
When — February 1-3, 2026
Why — A chance to network and share your work with colleagues.

SAEA 2025 ACADEMIC QUIZ BOWL SUMMARY

Irving, TX was a blast for the 2025 SAEA Quiz Bowl! We had 116 students compete from 20
universities. Teams consisted of three students randomly assigned to teams with students from
other schools. The winning team was the Buccaneers consisting of students from Louisiana
State University, New Mexico State University, and the University of Tennessee — Knoxville.
Traditionally, after the President’s Luncheon, the champion team challenges the Legends team,
captained by SAEA Treasurer, Jeff Jordan. This year Jeff recruited new President, Andrew
Muhammad and President-Elect, Carlos Carpio to join the Legends. After a tumultuous round,
a small math error by the Buccaneers opened the door for the Legends to win for the eighth
straight year!

Special thanks from the committee chairs go out to all the advisors, graduate students, and
supporters who volunteered their time to run the event. We had over 20 volunteers help as
judges, computer operators, and moderators. We hope more people volunteer or just come
watch the event. It is a great way to get to know the next generation of SAEA members! We
may need more volunteers next year as we consider adding new undergraduate activities
including an Excel competition and an impromptu Issues presentation.

Thanks again to Jeff Jordan, Nathan Smith, and the entire board for all the support and value
they continue to see in undergraduate students. See you next year in Louisville!




2025 SAEA Award & Competition Winners

Emerging Scholars

Extension: Charles C. Martinez, The University of Tennessee
Teaching: Hannah Shear, Oklahoma State University

Research: Xi He, Virginia Tech

Research: John Ng’ombe, North Carolina A&T State University

Lifetime Achievement Awards

David Anderson, Texas A&M University
HL Goodwin, University of Arkansas
Khrisna Paudel, ERS, USDA

Academic Quiz Bowl Winners
1*' Buccaneers Ben Goldstein — Louisiana State University
Melody Ruebush — New Mexico State University
Zoe Turner — University of Tennessee — Knoxville

2" Cowboys Taylor Bundy — University of Tennessee - Knoxville
Heather Gladney — Mississippi State University
Maria Zillges — University of Wisconsin — River Falls

3" Panthers  Sierrah Blankenship — University of Tennessee - Martin
AJ Kendrick — Texas A&M University
Cody Loganbill — Oklahoma State University

Qutstanding Teaching of a Course Award
Caleb Stair, University of Florida

Distinguished Extension Program Award

Southern Ag Today (SAT) Team:

Leadership Team: Joe Qutlaw, Ronald Rainey, Bart Fischer, Nathan Smith
Contributors: David Anderson, Joshua Maples, Adam Rabinowitz, Stephen Smith,
Jordan Shockley, Steven Klose, Andrew Muhammad, Luis Ribera, Paul Goeringer,
Tiffany Dowell, Rusty Rumley, Maria Bampasidou, Kimberly Morgan, John Park,
Chrystol Thomas, Sreedhar Upendram, Candice Foster

Outstanding Dissertation Award
Amelia Ahles, Texas A&M University
“Playing the Lottery: Essays on Preferences Under Uncertainty in Economics”

Outstanding Thesis Award
Kumar Bolakhe, University of Tennessee
“Stochastic Optimization of Canola-Based Sustainable Aviation Fuel in the
Southeastern US”

Outstanding 2024 JAAE Article Award
Erol, E., C. Dillon, and K. Burdine. 202. “Optimal Beef Cow Culling Strategies in the U.S.: A
Dynamic Linear Programing Framework™ 56(3): 463-479.




Poster Awards

Ist “Public attitudes toward childhood energy drink consumption.”, Aaron Staples,
University of Tennessee, Maria Kalaitzandonakes, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, Lucy Heffinger, University of Tennessee.

2nd  “Profitability of organic corn production under different living mulch
systems.”’, Vanessa Martinez, Renata Nave Oakes, Otavio Goulart de Almeida,
Virginia Sykes, Bruno Pedreira, Christopher Boyer, Charles Martinez;
University of Tennessee.

3rd “Regional Level Analysis of Livestock Risk Protection Program Enrollment.”,
Amy D. Hagerman, Savannah Jones; Oklahoma State University.

Job Market Paper Competition Winners

1 Munib Inam, “Measuring Extreme Weather and its Effects on Agricultural
Productivity in the United States.”, Steven Buck

2 Xiurui Cui, “Do E-Verify Mandates Work?”, Zhengfei Guan

3rd Juyoung Yoo, “Preferences for Alligator Hide Crafting Kits: A Test of Simul
Methods of Hypothetical Bias Mitigation.”, Jerrod Penn

3IMT Competition Winners —

1 Josie Marie Nasekos (Clemson University), “Got Traceability? U.S. Consumer
Preferences for Using Blockchain Technology to Track Carbon Footprint and
Organic Claims in Milk.”

2nd Daniel William Harris (Louisiana State University), “Fishing for Solutions:
Compensation for Bycatch Reduction in the Gulf of Mexico Shrimp Fishery.”

3rd Carlos Uziel Rosales (University of Tennessee), “Understanding Factors that
Influence US Consumer Spending on Fresh Culinary Herbs.”

JAAE EDITORS’ CORNER
Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics (JAAE)

Editors’ Report from the 2025 SAEA Annual Meeting

Summary of Journal Submissions
e Submissions: 167
Accepted: 36
Rejected: 116
Rejected without Review/Inappropriate: 80
Rejected with Review: 36
Acceptance rate: 21.6%

2024 was a record year for total number of submissions whilst with Cambridge University
Press. 2024 saw a return to majority US submissions (54.5%).

Changes to the Editorial Council
Seven members have completed their three years of service:
e Berna Karali, University of Georgia

e Nigel Key, USDA- Economic Research Service




Alba Collart, Mississippi State University
Jeff Luckstead, Washington State University
Eleonora Davalos, EAFIT University (Colombia)
Edgar Twine, Africa Rice Center (Ivory Coast)
Scott Irwin, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
We wish to thank them for their service.
The Editors welcome the following new Editorial Council members for a 3-year term:
e Ryan Feuz, Utah State University
e Lawson Connor, University of Arkansas
e Shuoli Zhao, University of Kentucky
e Bachir Kassas, University of Florida
Samuel Zapata, Texas A&M University
Sunil P. Dhoubhadel, Paire View A&M University
e Country Bir, Oklahoma State University

2024 Outstanding Journal Article Award

The 2024 award covers articles in the November 2023, February 2024, May 2024, and August
2024 issues. The selection process is a two-stage process and selection in made by the Editorial
Council. In the first stage, the editorial council members were randomly assigned to one of the
four volumes with instructions to select the best two articles in the volume they were assigned.
These editorial council responses were subsequently tallied to determine the top two articles in
each volume. In the second stage, council members were asked to select the most outstanding
article among the eight first-stage semifinalists. The article receiving the most votes was
identified as the 2024 JAAE Outstanding Journal Article. Based on this process, the winner is:

Erol, E., K. Burdine, and Carl Dillion. 2024. “Optimal Beef Cow Culling Strategies in the
U.S.: A Dynamic Linear Programing Framework” 54(3):463-479.
Congratulations to these authors!

Reviewers
e 190 people completed reviews for the journal in calendar year 2024. Cambridge is in
the process of putting a Thank You page on the website.
e The Editors thank the SAEA membership and others for their expert advice and
timeliness in providing reviews for the Journal.

Usage and Performance

o JAAE’s 2024 Impact Factor is 1.6, which is down from 1.9 in 2023 (the first year the
Impact Factor was awarded for the journal). It is ranked 18/39 of journals in the
Agricultural Economics & Policy category of Web of Science and 273/600 in the
Economics category of Web of Science (i.e. Q2 in both categories). The journal
remains in the Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI) of Web of Science, rather than
the ‘higher’ Social Science Citation Index (SSCI), but the distinction between these
indexes is becoming less significance.

e JAAE’s 2024 Cite Score (Scopus), which is calculated over a four-year period, is 3.3,
an increase on 2023 (2.4). The journal is ranked 56/147 of journals in the Agricultural
and Biological category and 307/705 in Economics (i.e. Q2 in both categories). The
journal page on Scopus can be viewed here:
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/80793#tabs=0

e Total usage was 121,254 downloads (2024), which is up on previous years.

Authors are reminded that JAAE is Open Access and that an increasing proportion of authors
are covered by agreements that exempt them from paying an article processing charge. Read
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this page on Open Access options in JAAE to find out about institutional Read & Publish
agreements and the discretionary waiver process for unfunded authors. You can check whether
your institution has a Read & Publish agreement via the waiver tool on the Cambridge site. If
you have questions about these “Read & Publish” agreements, contact our Cambridge
publisher Andrew Hyde ahyde@cambridge.org.

View the Instructions for Authors if you are interested in contributing and submit your
manuscript!

JAAE Editors

Chris Boyer, cboyer3@tennessee.edu
Edward Yu, tyul @tennessee.edu
Michael Vassalos, mvassal@clemson.edu

X lin

Calling All Followers!

The Association and the Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics (JAAE)
are now on X (formerly Twitter). Follow both to keep up with SAEA updates and
new JAAE articles and issues.

Association: @SAEA_Economics

Journal: @JAAE_Journal

You can also follow the Association on LinkedIn (Southern Agricultural
Economics Association) and Facebook (Search: Southern Agricultural
Economics Association — SAEA).
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2025-2026 SAEA COMMITTEES

Much of the important work the SAEA performs is done by the committees listed below. The SAEA
Executive Committee on behalf of SAEA members would like to thank everyone serving on these
committees. If you are interested in serving on one of our committees, please contact Andrew
Muhammud, amuhamm4(@utk.edu.

Selected Papers Committee: Elizabeth Canales, Mississippi State University (2026), John Michael
Riley, Oklahoma State University (2027), Maria Bampasidou, Louisiana State University (2028).

Lifetime Achievement Award Committee: John Anderson (Past-President), Lisa House, University of
Florida (2026).

SAEA Outstanding Extension Program Award Committee: Samuel Zapata, Texas A&M University
(2026), Dennis Brothers, Auburn University (2027).

SAEA Outstanding Teaching of a Course Award Committee: Nathan Kemper, University of
Arkansas (2026), Misti Sharp, University of Florida (2027).

Master’s Thesis Award Committee: Shuoli Zhao, University of Kentucky (2025), Charley Martinez,
University of Tennessee (2026), Yangxuan Liu, University of Georgia (2027).

Ph.D. Dissertation Award Committee: Michelle Segovia, University of Delaware (2026), Michael
Adjemian, University of Georgia (2027).

Poster Committee: Jada Thompson, University of Arkansas (2026), Karen DeLong, University of
Tennessee (2027).

Undergraduate Committee: Dusty Menzies, Texas A&M University, Jerrod Penn, Louisiana State
University, Hannah Shear, Oklahoma State University.

3MT Thesis Committee: Yangxuan (Serinna) Liu (Chair), University of Georgia, Charles Martinez,
University of Tennessee, Kuan-Ming Huang, Mississippi State University.

Ph.D. Job Market Paper Competition Committee: Wenying Li, Auburn University (2025), Trey
Malone, Purdue University (2026).

Industry Committee: Basanta Dhungana, Agilent Technology (Chair); Irfan Tareen, Center; Laxmi
Paudel, Fannie Mae.

JAAE Editorial Team: Editors Chris Boyer, University of Tennessee, Edward Yu, University of
Tennessee, and Michael Vassalos, Clemson University.

JAAE Editorial Council: Country Bir, Oklahoma State University; Kathryn Boys, North Carolina
State University; Jared Carlberg, University of Manitoba (Canada); Xuan Chen, Huazhong Agricultural
University (China); Lawson Connor, University of Arkansas; Mariah Ehmke, University of Wyoming;
Xiaoli Etienne, University of Idaho; Ryan Feuz, Utah State University; Sam Funk, North Dakota State
University; Jennifer Ifft, Kansas State University; Bachir Kassas, University of Florida; Catherine
Larochelle, Virginia Tech; Trey Malone, Purdue University; Fabio Mattos, University of Nebraska;
David Ortega, Michigan State University; Daniel Solis, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University; Carlos Steiger, Austral University (Argentina); Waleerat Suphannachart, Kasetsart
University (Thailand); David Wupper, Humboldt University (Germany); Samuel Zapata, Texas A&M
University; Sunil P. Dhoubhadel, Paire View A&M University.

Nominating Committee: Past-President John Anderson, University of Arkansas, President, Andrew
Muhammad, University of Tennessee, President-Elect Carlos Carpio, New Mexico State University.
Social Planner for 2026 Meetings: Jeff Jordan, University of Georgia.

IT/AV Committee for 2026 Meetings: John Michael Riley, Oklahoma State University, Maria
Bampasidou, Louisiana State University
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Southern Agricultural Economics Association
Membership Renewal/Application

New Member Update my address

NAME:

(Last) (First) (Initial)

Agency/Company/University:

Department:

Mailing

Address:

City: State/Province: Zip: Country:
Email: Phone:

SAEA Membership Category (check one):

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP (Based on age on or before January 1 of year applying): Full benefits and voting rights open
to those who are at least 55 years old.

55-59 years of age = $275 65-69 years of age = $195
60-64 years of age = $225 70+ years of age = $150
UNITED STATES
$30 Member (academic) $10 Student
Tax deductible donation to support SAEA student activities $
INTERNATIONAL (all other countries)

$35

Payment may be made online using Discover, MasterCard or Visa at www.saea.org
then click on ‘payment’ and follow instructions (if paid online, do not send this form by mail)
OR
Make check payable in $US to Southern Agricultural Economics Association
and mail with this form to the address below

Jeffrey Jordan, Treasurer, SAEA
Department of Agricultural & Applied Economics
University of Georgia, Griffin Campus
1109 Experiment Street
Griffin, GA 30223-1797
Phone (770) 228-7231, x.106; Fax (770) 228-7208
Email: jjordan@uga.edu Website: www.saea.org
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